
Equality of Opportunity 
& 

Health Disparities



Overview

• US Chamber of Commerce’s Equality of Opportunity Initiative

• Defining the Issue:  Health Inequities/Disparities vs. Social Determinants 
of Health

• Initial Pillars & Policy Opportunities

• Priorities for the Business Community



Equality of Opportunity Initiative
September Launch 

• Preliminary Pillars
• Education
• Employment
• Entrepreneurship
• Criminal Justice

• Additional Pillars
• Health
• Wealth 







Health Inequities
The Facts 

• Black Americans have markedly worse health outcomes than white 
Americans.

• Black patients are 2 to 3 times as likely to die of preventable heart 
disease and stroke than white patients. 

• They also have higher rates of cancer, asthma, influenza, pneumonia, 
diabetes, HIV/AIDS, and homicide.

• The reasons for these disparities are many, complex and intertwined. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28856834
https://theconversation.com/minority-patients-benefit-from-having-minority-doctors-but-thats-a-hard-match-to-make-130504




Targeted Lens: Primary Care Providers
• More primary care providers per person = 

• Lower death rates for cancer, heart disease, and stroke; 
• People are less likely to require hospitalization;
• Lower infant mortality; 
• Higher-birth weights;
• Immunization rates at or above national standards, despite social 

disparities.  

• Additionally, U.S. adults who have a primary care physician 
accumulate 33% lower health care-related costs.

• As of 2018, Black and Hispanic children were more likely than White 
children to not have a usual source of care.



Targeted Lens: Clinical Trial Participation 

• Clinical Trial Participation
• According to U.S. Census data, black or African Americans represent 13.4% of 

the U.S. population, 
• Yet FDA reports that those populations make up only 5% of clinical trial 

participants. 
• Less than two percent of federally-funded cancer clinical trials include enough 

minorities to meet goals established by the National Institutes of Health (NIH)



Thank You
Katie Mahoney

Vice President, Health Policy
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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